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Sunday Readings
November 1, 2020
Solemnity of All Saints

Reading 1

Rev 7:2—4, 9-14
I, John, saw another angel come up from the East, holding
the seal of the living God. He cried out in a loud voice to
the four angels who were given power to damage the land
and the sea, “Do not damage the land or the sea or the trees
until we put the seal on the foreheads of the servants of our
God.” I heard the number of those who had been marked
with the seal, one hundred and forty-four thousand marked
from every tribe of the children of Israel.
After this I had a vision of a great multitude, which no one
could count, from every nation, race, people, and tongue.
They stood before the throne and before the Lamb, wearing
white robes and holding palm branches in their hands. They
cried out in a loud voice:
“Salvation comes from our God, who is seated on the
throne, and from the Lamb.”
All the angels stood around the throne and around the el-
ders and the four living creatures. They prostrated them-
selves before the throne, worshiped God, and exclaimed:
“Amen. Blessing and glory, wisdom and thanksgiving,
honor, power, and might be to our God forever and ever.
Amen.”
Then one of the elders spoke up and said to me, “Who are
these wearing white robes, and where did they come
from?” I said to him, “My lord, you are the one who
knows.” He said to me, “These are the ones who have sur-
vived the time of great distress; they have washed their
robes and made them white in the Blood of the Lamb.”

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 24:1bc-2, 3—4ab, 5—6

R. (see 6) Lord, this is the people that longs to see your
face.
The LORD’s are the earth and its fullness;
the world and those who dwell in it.
For he founded it upon the seas
and established it upon the rivers.
R. Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face.
Who can ascend the mountain of the LORD?
or who may stand in his holy place?
One whose hands are sinless, whose heart is clean,
who desires not what is vain.
R. Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face.
He shall receive a blessing from the LORD,
a reward from God his savior.
Such is the race that seeks him,
that seeks the face of the God of Jacob.
R. Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face.

Reading 2
1Jn3:1-3

Beloved: See what love the Father has bestowed on us that
we may be called the children of God. Yet so we are. The
reason the world does not know us is that it did not know
him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we shall be
has not yet been revealed. We do know that when it is re-
vealed we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.
Everyone who has this hope based on him makes himself
pure, as he is pure.

Gospel
Mt 5:1-12a

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and
after he had sat down, his disciples came to him. He began
to teach them, saying:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit,

for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are they who mourn,

for they will be comforted.

Blessed are the meek,

for they will inherit the land.

Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be satisfied.

Blessed are the merciful,

for they will be shown mercy.

Blessed are the clean of heart,

for they will see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers,

for they will be called children of God.

Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of right-
eousness,

for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you
and utter every kind of evil against you falsely because of
me.

Rejoice and be glad,

for your reward will be great in heaven.”

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second
typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC.
Used with permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without
permission in writing from the copyright owner. The English translation of the Psalm Responses from
Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Int



Our Hope and God’s Promise

The Church uses these waning November days and darker
skies as the season to remind us of the last things. Today’s
feast, the Solemnity of All Saints, is the centerpiece of
three days that point to doctrines we proclaim each time
we say the Apostles’ Creed: “We believe in the holy cath-
olic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body and life everlasting.” And
while the days and our hearts may be dark, the readings
today are bright with the light of faith. John’s vision in the
book of Revelation reveals dazzling angels and white-
robed saints gathered in triumph around the throne of God.
In the responsorial psalm we sing our longing to see God’s
face, and in the second reading John writes that we are
God’s children and will, in fact, see God “as he is” (1 John
3:2). This is our hope. This is God’s promise. Today we
celebrate the triumph of those who already gaze on the
face of God. Tomorrow we cry out for mercy with those in
purgatory, who, like us on earth, still long to see God’s

face.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Saint Martin de Porres (1579-1639)

November 3

An old illustration pictures Martin de
Porres, finger to his lips—
“Shhhh!”—as several mice peek out
of sacristy vestment drawers, prepar-
ing to join a rodent “procession” fol-
lowing him out of church! Martin’s
rescue of these unwelcome guests,
and statues depicting him, broom in
hand, feeding a dog, cat, bird, and
mouse from the same dish symbolize his life and sanctity.
Initially denied entrance by the Dominicans because of his
mixed race (Spanish father, Panamanian mother), Martin
cherished society’s marginalized. For him, menial tasks,
lovingly done, were sacred. Great and lowly alike feasted
on his charity. Enemies were reconciled by this “poor mu-
latto” (his self-description), kind even to those whose rac-
ism demeaned him. Apprenticed to a surgeon-barber in his
youth—thus patron saint of hair stylists and public health
providers—Martin dispensed healing and dignity to
Lima’s poorest, serving in them the Christ he adored for
hours in the Blessed Sacrament. By the time he died, all
Peru called him Martin the Charitable, a title even those of
us who will never be called “saint” might still aspire to.
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